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Sept. 19: Police reported that passengers in 60 private vehicles and a bus traveling on the
Panamerican highway in Matagalpa department were robbed by 20 armed men. Sept. 20: Army
spokespersons in Matagalpa reported that four members of the group responsible for the Sept. 19
robberies, were killed in a shoot-out. In addition, one police officer and one civilian were killed.
In Dario, Matagalpa and Managua, about 100 police officers and soldiers were deployed in efforts
to capture the group of highway robbers. The same group was believed responsible for another
incident earlier in the month involving the robbery of passengers in 20 vehicles. According to
Interior Minister spokesperson Frank Cesar, 40 such robber bands have been identified in the first
half of the year. During the same period, 15,059 robberies were reoprted. Sept. 21: Police reported
that bandits assaulted a truck on the Panamerican highway, 100 km. north of Managua. Assailants
robbed the truck's cargo, but the passengers were unharmed. Two of the merchants traveling in the
truck told police that one of the assailants said the money and merchandise stolen from their vehicle
were to be used for "maintaining the troops, because the war in Nicaragua has started again." Police
spokespersons indicated that a total of eight members of the band responsible for the Sept. 19
heist had been killed and three had been arrested. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 09/19-21/91; AFP,
09/20/91, 09/22/91)
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